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Announcements 

BCLS Membership 
The BC Lapidary Society, our parent body, has relayed the following message: 

"Due to Covid 19, and in order to help the clubs, the Executive of the BC Lapidary 
Society has unanimously agreed to waive all dues to the BCLS and the GMFC (Gem and 
Mineral Federation of Canada) for the 2021 Calendar year. The BCLS will pay the GMFC 
dues on each club's behalf, as long as we get the required information to do so." 

This news means that those members who filled out the “roll-over” form in December are fully 
covered for 2021 activities. 

Club Events  

2021 VLMS Rock and Gem Show – Leonardo Da Vinci Centre – March, 2021 
This year’s show has been cancelled due to Covid-19.  

Meetings 

Executive virtual meetings are being held. 

Field Trip  

No field trips scheduled until further notice. 
 

Courses (Silversmithing) 

On hold due to Covid-19. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bclapidary.com/about-us.php
http://www.gmfc.ca/
http://www.gmfc.ca/
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Reports 

President (Doug) 

 
I hope everyone is staying healthy and coping with Covid-19 as well as possible.  Unfortunately, at 
this time, the Covid-19 status is not allowing us to return to any club activities.   Silver Threads has 
updated their Covid-19 policy concerning our use of their facility as below: 
 

Feb 10/21  
 
Hi Doug, 
I hope you are well.  I wanted to give you an update on our opening status, 
unfortunately we are still unable to welcome back community groups and renters 
into our centres due to the COVID – 19 Protocols and restrictions.  At the moment 
we are offering a few programs and are at less then 20% of where we were before 
COVID.  Everything we are offering meets the requirements: only activities that are 
deemed COVID safe, have all participants physical distanced, and allow us to 
control group size and the total capacity numbers in the building.  Further all 
Programs must have a designated instructor, and cleaning procedures are in place 
before and after the activities.  Most of our programs at Saanich are being offered 
in the auditorium as it is the best ventilated and is the largest space.   At this time 
we are not able to add programs to the Woodworking Shop or our schedule.  We do 
hope this changes soon, until then stay well. 
Thanks, 
Tracy 

  

Tracy Ryan, Executive Director 
Silver Threads Service 

 
There is not much more we can do until Covid-19 restrictions are significantly reduced. The Board of 
Directors is scheduled to meet virtually on Feb 22nd.   

Workshop (Doug) 

See above. 

Island Gemboree  

There has been no activity in the Island Zone due to Covid-19. 

Membership (Becci) 

Our membership total currently stands at 98; this number breaks down into 130 adults and 31 
juniors.  I am still receiving a couple of enquiries a month, but understandably people have preferred 
to defer paying membership until at least some club activities restart.  Our membership names and 
numbers have been sent to the BCLS for insurance purposes.  I am waiting to receive the BCLS 
membership cards for 2021 and will mail them out via surface mail when I have them.  I have also 
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placed the order with the BCLS for the 2021 directory with the BCLS and will mail them out once I 
receive them. 

Please note that, as more communication than normal is done by Canada Post right now, if you 
change your postal address, then please keep me updated (membership@vlms.ca) so I can make 
sure your mail continues to reach you. 

Field Trips (Sean) 
No report submitted. 
 

Social Committee (Susannah) 
In late November 2020, I sent Christmas greetings from Jacquie Lawson (free of charge to the Club) 
to 97 people who are on email distribution list – this did not include those who have non-disclosure 
agreements with the Club.   I also sent 6 Christmas greetings to those who do not have email and on 
Christmas Day, I sent Christmas greetings from Jacquie Lawson to 7 new members to the Club, who 
had just enrolled. 
 
Unfortunately, Allana has recently suffered the loss of her home in a fire.  I called her, on behalf of 
the club, at her Mom's home and left a message and then sent a Jacquie Lawson card to her to say 
that we were rooting for her and siding with the One who makes everything right again. 
 
Finally, on February 11 of this month, I called Gilles Lebrun.  In his own words he is "really good, living 
with restrictions, but really good". 

Library (Kathryn) 

No report submitted. 

Editor (Gary) 

I am back temporarily!  I have indicated to Doug that I will continue to edit the Laphound News until 
an election takes place.   Note, I have not changed any of the other Board or Committee positions 
(Page 1 above) even though they may change pursuant to an election. 

 

Fun Facts 

A Game of Chance  

It was early February and Old-Man-Winter had the Lower Island in a headlock.  The streets were 
blanketed in deep snow, it was windy and unusually cold (or at least it felt like it) for this part of the 

mailto:membership@vlms.ca
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world.  Couple the weather with the never-ending Covid-19 crisis and the net result was a “perfect 
storm” of inactivity.  Lappy, Foxey, and the rest of the gang were bored beyond wits end – they simply 
had to get together for a social.   Of course, no one was prepared to risk an actual physical encounter so 
the plan revolved around a Zoom party.  Foxey ran the idea by Dottie and Pippa (and hence Charlie) via 
text-message.  For his part Lappy had contacted Fin and Roddy on his work radio.  Everyone was in 
agreement that a Zoom-party was a great idea.  It was decided that 8 pm on Saturday night was the best 
option that met everyone’s schedule – a prime factor was allowing Bonnie and Roddy to get Roddy Jr in 
bed and asleep since everyone knew that Roddy Jr unleashed on a Zoom call could be detrimental to 
everyone’s enjoyment of the evening.  It had nothing to do with Roddy Jr being a sweetheart – he could 
be - listening to Roddy Sr recount seemingly every detail in Roddy Jr’s development (including potty 
training) could be just a bit insufferable.   

Roddy (on the phone to Lappy): “Are we going to play a game?” 

Lappy (enthusiastically): “A game of chance – do you and Bonnie have the game of Yahtzee (or 
equivalently, 5 dice)?” 

Roddy (getting excited): “Oh, boy! Yahtzee! I never lose at that game. Yes, we have Yahtzee.” 

Lappy (thinking fast): “Well it is not the traditional Yahtzee that we will be playing but it is a very 
similar game called Yahtzee-Trivia! It is Yahtzee with a twist.” 

Roddy(somewhat subdued): “Awww…. What if I am not very good at it?” 

Fin (Chief Inspector chimes in): “Then you will be just like the rest of us Roddy!” 

Lappy (continuing): “Actually, I think you will do just fine, Roddy.  You will be on a team with Bonnie 
and besides, I want you to be the Roller!” 

Fin (sensing Lappy’s direction): “The Roller is a crucial element of the game!” 

Roddy(suddenly feeling important): “The Roller? I have never been a Roller before but I will do it.” 

Saturday evening arrived, Bonnie had put Roddy Jr. to bed, and Roddy was excited.  The Zoom party 
commenced.   

Foxey (excited): “Hello, everyone… are we all ready to play?” 

All (eagerly): “Yes, we are.” 

Foxey (breathing out): “Okay, we play as teams – Pippa and Charlie, Dottie and Fin, Bonnie and 
Roddy, and Lappy and me.  Now, I sent each of you three pictures via text that 
are labeled Tables 1, 2 and 3.  You will need to refer to these tables as I speak.  
The game is played similar to Yahtzee except we have added a Trivia 
component.  The objective is to score points for your team – at the end of play, 
the team with the most points wins.   Teams score points based on the face-up 
number distribution on the dice (just as in Yahtzee).  For the purposes of this 
game we use the point’s assignment shown below in Table 1.   During each 
team’s “turn”, up to three rolls of all or subsets of the dice are allowed; 
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depending on the roll, teams can terminate their “roll sequence” after any roll.  
For example, if a “five of a kind” or a “straight” is rolled on the first roll then the 
team probably would take the point value and decline the additional allotted 
rolls. However, if only one pair is obtained on the first roll, the team can decide 
to save-the-pair and re-roll the remaining three dice to try and improve the 
score.  This can be repeated once more for a total of three rolls.“ 

1 pair 5 

2 pair 15 

3 of a kind 20 

Full House 25 

4 of a kind 30 

Straight 40 

5 of a kind 50 

Table 1.  Specialty Dice- Cast Values. 

Foxey (continuing):  “Is everyone still with me?  Okay, once the “roll” portion of a turn is complete 
then we enter into the Trivia portion of the game during which the teams can 
earn bonus points.  Our Trivia game is going to revolve around our knowledge of 
gemstones and minerals (Dottie and Roddy groan in unison).  Based on the total 
face-up values of the dice when the “roll sequence” is declared complete, the 
team then has an option to earn “bonus” points by naming a gemstone or 
mineral that begins with a certain letter.  It turns out that the possible totals on 
the five dice lie between 5 (five one’s) and 30 (five six’s) which just so happens 
to cover the alphabet nicely as shown in Table 2.”     

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Table 2.  Map of Dice Total to the Alphabet. 

Foxey (continuing):  “Here is how the scoring works in the Trivia portion of the game.  For reference, 
please have a look at Table 3.  I will explain by example.   Suppose Lappy and I 
terminate our roll phase with a total of 20 showing on the dice (three 4’s, one 6 
and one 2 giving us 20 pts for our Yahtzee total).  From Table 2, the number 20 
corresponds to the letter P.  We now have the opportunity to name a gemstone 
or mineral that begins with the letter ‘P’.  Let’s say we do then based on Table 3 
we earn 10 bonus points.  All other teams in succession get an opportunity to 
also gain 10 points by correctly identifying different gemstones or minerals that 
also begin with the letter P. “  

Correct Identification 10 

Comeback Round #1 20 

Comeback Round #2 30 

Comeback Round #3 40 

.  

Comeback Round #N (N+1)*10 

Table 3. Additional Bonus Points for Correct Identification of Gems and Minerals. 
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Foxey (continuing):  “After each team has had the opportunity to respond, Lappy and I can then 
enter into what we call the Comeback Rounds in which we can further gain 
points by naming an additional but different gemstones or mineral that also 
begin with the letter P.  Note, a team can enter into further Comeback Rounds 
even if no other responds during any particular Comeback round i.e., the more 
you know the better.   Thus, if Lappy and I know of two gemstones or minerals 
that begin with the letter P that no other team  identifies then we would earn 10 
pts  for the correct initial identification plus 20 pts for Comeback Round #1.  
Let’s play and we can explain further as we go along.”     

Lappy (breathing a sigh of relief): “Wheewww!   That was a lot of information.  Roddy will roll the 
dice for each of the teams.  Each team must provide Roddy with instruction on 
which dice to “keep” and which to “re-roll”.   Fin is going to keep score, Charlie 
will be the Judge over correct identification of material for bonus points, and 
Foxey will be the timer.   We will decide on order of play by having a preliminary 
roll of the dice for each team – the team with the highest point total (obtained by 
adding the face-up scores of all five dice together) goes first followed by those 
with successively less point totals.  In the case of ties, a roll-off may be required.  
Roddy, please roll the dice.” 

Foxey (continuing):  “Oh, since this game could take quite awhile, we will total up the scores after 
each team has had one turn.” 

Fin (somewhat hesitantly): “Without intending to prolong this initial discussion, what happens if, 
after you and Lappy have rolled a P and we have exhausted our collective 
knowledge on gemstones and minerals that begin with the letter P in the 
Comeback Rounds, Dottie and I also roll a P.  Are we simply out of luck when it 
comes to bonus points or is there some recourse for us?” 

Foxey (sheepishly):  “Ahh…thanks for reminding me.   In that case, you and Dottie could “spend” ten 
of your accumulated point total to have a re-roll of the dice to change your face-
up total (only for the Trivia portion).  You can do this as many times as your 
current point total allows i.e., 10 pts per roll.  Each team is assigned 100 pts to 
start the game.” 

Roddy rolled the dice and it was determined that Dottie and Fin would go first, followed by Bonnie and 
Roddy, Foxey and Lappy and, finally, Pippa and Charlie. 

Dottie and Fin 
Roddy rolled the dice for Dottie and Fin.   Dottie was only focused on Fin and wasn’t particularly 

interested in the nuances of the game.  However, Fin realized that he knew more gemstones and 

minerals associated with low point totals and that was going to form the basis of his strategy.  The first 

roll contained two 6’s, two 2’s and one 3:  two pair and a total of 19.  Fin looked at Table 2 and pointed 

to the O. 
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Dottie (perking up):  “Oh, oh, oh….I know one!” 

Fin (shssing her):  “Okay, okay…don’t say anything yet! I also know a couple.” 

Foxey (interjecting):  “You have 2 min to decide what to do – as determined by this sand-dial timer.” 

With that, Foxey started the timer.   Dottie and Fin muted their Zoom feed and discussed their plan.  Of 
course, everyone else muted their Zoom feed as well in order that they might discuss their options if 
Dottie and Fin decided to “keep” the O.   

Dottie (muted):  “I know Opal1 and Onyx2.” 

Fin (impressed): “Wow, good ones Dottie.  I know Olivine3 and Obsidian4.  We need one more to get 
guarantee that we get to the second Comeback Round.  Hmm..let me think.  During 
our secondment to Arizona we ran across the term orthoclase5… I don’t know what 
it is but we can go with that.  Okay, let’s get the game going and play with what we 
have.” 

Fin unmuted the Zoom app and indicated to the group that he and Dottie were prepared to play and 
keep the O. 

Dottie (proudly):  “We identify Opal as our gemstone.” 

Bonnie (matter of factly): “Roddy and I have selected Obsidian as our response – actually, it was 
Roddy’s choice – he remembered it from watching the Flintstones just last week 
with Roddy Jr.” 

Foxey (somewhat surprised): “Well done, Roddy!  Lappy and I can think of only one gemstone that 
begins with the letter O and that is: Onyx.” 

Charlie and Pippa not only had the benefit of slightly more time but also they got to hear everyone else’s 
selection.  They decided to go with what they thought was the more obvious choice first and save the 
best for last. 

Pippa (smugly): “Charlie and I, go with Okenite6.” 

Roddy(skeptical for some reason): “Okenite?  Why haven’t I ever heard of it?” 

Foxey (avoiding the obvious truth):  “No, Roddy, now that Pippa mentions it, I recall there is such a 
mineral, it is usually associated with zeolite7.” 

 Bonny(lying but wanting to move on): “Roddy, I have heard of the term.  Let’s keep the game 
moving.” 

Dottie (agreeing): “Okay, our candidate for the first Comeback round then is Orthoclase” 

Bonnie (laughing): “We have nothing” 

Lappy (also laughing): “Ditto!” 
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Pippa (disappointed): “Darn you Dottie…that was our next and only choice!” 

With that Dottie and Fin’s turn ended; it was quite productive for them as they amassed 15 pts for 
Yahtzee, 10 pts for identifying Opal and 20 points for Orthoclase in the first Comeback Round.  The score 
at the end of the first turn was (including the initial 100 assigned points): 

Dottie and Fin 145 pts 

Bonnie and Roddy 110 pts 

Foxey and Lappy 110 pts 

Pippa and Charlie 110 pts 

 

Bonnie and Roddy 
Roddy rolled the dice for Bonnie and himself.   His first roll contained one 1, one 2, one 4, one 5, and one 

6.   

Roddy (confidently): “I always roll a straight in Yahtzee..shall we keep the2, 4,5,6 or the 1,2,4,5?” 

Bonnie (muting the Zoom feed): “Based on Table 2, straights are either and M or a P.  How many 
gemstones do you know that start with those letters?” 

Roddy (ruefully): “I can’t think of any.” 

Bonnie (making the call): “I only know one – malachite8.  Let’s keep the 1 and the 2 and roll the other 
three.” 

Roddy rolled the remaining dice with the result that two more 1’s appeared with a five.  That gave them 
a total of 9 but when Bonnie noticed that 9 corresponds to an E in Table 2, she decided they should roll 
the five again.  Roddy didn’t care as long as he could keep rolling!!! They kept the two 1’s and rolled the 
five – the result was a 3, giving them a four of a kind and a total of 7.   From Table 2 they had drawn a C.   
Fin was quite envious of their low total.  Bonnie and Roddy entered the Trivia portion of their turn – all 
teams muted their Zoom feeds and Foxey started the timer. 

Roddy (not so confidently): “I don’t know any gemstones that begin with the letter C except calcite9 
and cellulite?” 

Bonnie (giggling): “Sweetie, cellulite is very definitely not a gemstone…I think you mean ceruleite10 
but good on you for getting calcite.  I also know a couple of others: chrysocolla11 
and chalcedony12.” 

Roddy (unmuting the Zoom): “Okay, our gemstone is calcite” 

Foxey (impressed): “Good one Roddy.  Our choice is chrysocolla” 

Roddy (disappointed): “But we were going to say that one next!  That’s not fair.” 
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Bonnie (firmly): “Roddy, that is just part of the game.  We will get our chance to steal one of their 
stones when it is their turn.” 

Charlie (feeling very good about this round): “Pippa and I select Chrysoberyl13.” 

Dottie (with Fin’s encouragement): “We select charolite14.” 

Roddy (breathing easier): “Okay, for our Comeback round we select chalcedony.” 

Foxey (after a brief convo with Lappy): “We have a bad feeling about this….Pippa!!! We select 
carnelian15.” 

Pippa (quickly and with a laugh): “Ha..Ha.. we select cerussite16.” 

Fin (subdued): “We are out” 

Bonnie (surprisingly upbeat): “Thank goodness we lasted two rounds…we are out.” 

Lappy (likewise subdued): “We are done as well.” 

Charlie (secretly excited but not wanting to run up the score): “We have just one more and I am 
surprised no one got it… citrine17.” 

Fin added up the scores with the results shown below. 

Dottie and Fin 155 pts 

Bonnie and Roddy 170 pts 

Foxey and Lappy 140 pts 

Pippa and Charlie 170 pts 

 

Roddy was feeling pretty good about his team’s chances. 

Foxey and Lappy 
Roddy rolled the dice for Foxey and Lappy.   His first roll contained two 6’s, one 5, one 3,  and one 2.    

Lappy (muting his Zoom feed): “That is an R … do we know any gemstones beginning with the letter 
R?” 

Foxey (upbeat): “A couple.  Let’s keep the 6’s and the 5 and roll again.” 

Roddy rolled the two remaining dice for Foxey and Lappy.   His got a 3  and a 1 – they decided to try and 

roll the two dice again.  Unfortunately, this time it was back to a 3 and a 2. 

Lappy (resolutely): “Okay we settle for the pair and a total of 22 – that is an R.  Foxey, can you set 
the timer please.” 

Foxey set the timer and everyone muted their Zoom feeds. 
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Foxey(hesitating): “Well, I know ruby18 and its relative, realgar19. Do you have anything, Lappy?” 

Lappy (feeling a bit more upbeat): “Well, yes I can think of rhodonite20 and rhodochrosite21.  Is there 
anything else?” 

Foxey (suddenly remembering): “Oh, yah…there is rubellite22 .. it is type of tourmaline23.” 

Lappy (unmuting the Zoom): “Okay, we are good to go…we choose ruby.” 

Pippa (again, smugly): “We are going with rubellite.” 

Dottie (with an air of false confidence): “Fin and I select rhodochrosite.” 

Bonnie (breathing a sigh of relief): “Wheww.. that was close.  We choose rhodonite.” 

Foxey (genuinely surprised): “Wow…I can believe everyone has got an answer.  The R gemstones are 
quite not very numerous.  Well done everybody! For the Comeback Round we 
select realgar” 

Charlie (surprised): “We are done.” 

Fin (still upbeat): “Yup, we have nothing.” 

Roddy (much to Bonnie’s surprise): “Red Rock” 

Charlie (trying to be nice): “Roddy, Red Rock is actually a place, not a gemstone. But good try.” 

Fin added up the new scores with the results shown below. 

Dottie and Fin 165 pts 

Bonnie and Roddy 180 pts 

Foxey and Lappy 175 pts 

Pippa and Charlie 180 pts 

 

Roddy was still feeling good because he and Bonnie were tied for first place but he was a bit 

disappointed with the decision on Red Rock – he personally had seen several “red rocks” in his lifetime 

Pippa and Charlie 
Roddy rolled the dice for Pippa and Charlie.   His first roll contained two 4’s, two 1’s and one 3.   Pippa 

and Charlie made the obvious choice to have Roddy keep the 4’s and 1’s aside and re-roll the 3.  They 

got another 4. 

Pippa(excited): “Perfect…Roddy you are such a good Roller.  Our total is 14 and that corresponds to a 
J.  Foxey, can you start the time please.” 

Everyone muted their Zoom feeds and Foxey started the timer. 
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Charlie (likewise excited): “J is a hard one but that could be good for us.  I guess the obvious ones are 
jade24 and jasper25.” 

Pippa (thinking hard): “There is also jadeite26 and, in your course that I took, didn’t you mention 
something called jet27.” 

Charlie (pleasantly surprised): “Wow, good memory, Pippa.  I don’t know that we will need all these 
with this group…maybe, Foxey knows some of them.  I do have one more up my 
sleeve just in case. “ 

Pippa (unmuting the Zoom): “Okay we are going with jade.” 

Dottie (smugly): “We have jasper.” 

Roddy (downcast): “Those were our two guesses…we don’t have any more gemstones for J” 

Foxey (taking her time): “Hmm…which one to say first… okay we are going with jadeite.” 

Roddy (realizing his team’s fate): “Surely that is the same as jade.” 

Bonny (ever the peacemaker): “Roddy, it is only a game.  I have heard of jadeite before.” 

Pippa (starting to get that winning feeling): “For the Comeback Round we select jet.” 

Fin (also realizing his team’s fate): “We are stumped on this one.” 

Bonnie (still soothing Roddy’s ego): “We tried hard but just came up empty.” 

Lappy (after conferring with Foxey): “I think we are done too.” 

Charlie (knowing her and Pippa had won): “Okay, we have no more selections.” 

Fin added up the new scores with the results shown below. 

Dottie and Fin 175 pts 

Bonnie and Roddy 180 pts 

Foxey and Lappy 185 pts 

Pippa and Charlie 235 pts 

 

Fin read out the final scores.  Roddy was happy that his team didn’t finish last.  Foxey was surprised that 

no one had to spend any points for a re-roll – perhaps, they would have to play again in the future.  They 

all agreed that it was fun and that Zoom Game night was a big success – they would do it again. 

Acknowledgements 
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Appendix  
 

1. Fun Facts - Rocks and Gems  (all material obtained from the web!!) 
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